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political sagacity and of the causes of his lifelong
rivalry with Li Hung-chang. Advocating war to the
knife with Russia, he said :

" Let your Majesty command Tso Tsung-tang
and Kin Shun to detach from their staff generals
natives of Manchuria, versed in warfare, and send
them east to await orders. Should we be defeated
at the outset, we have only to stand firm for a few'
months, and the Russians will surely give ground
and disperse.

" Tientsin is the outpost of your Majesty's capital.
But Russia's warships are debarred by English and
French maritime laws from leaving the Black Sea,
and if these troops come to China in merchant vessels
it will be a very different business from ironclads.
China's hopes centre here on the conspicuous ability
of Li Hung-chang," etc., etc.1

Chang Chih-tung's views were echoed by an almost
unanimous chorus of the Censors, who stigmatised
Li Hung-chang's policy of graceful concessions as
deliberate and venal treason. For a time his position
was extremely uncomfortable, not to say dangerous;
but events proved on this occasion, as on many others,
that his was the only brain at Peking capable of
appreciating the international exigencies of the situa-
tion and of making them serve the ends which he
considered advantageous to China. He knew, and
made good use of the knowledge, that England and
France were both anxious (though for very different
reasons) to dissuade Russia from embarking on a
policy of military adventure in the Far East. He
knew also that the war party at St. Petersburg would
not easily persuade the Russian Government to

1 For the conclusion of this passage, vide Chapter III. pp. 112-3, anit.